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The South Dakota Division of Forestry hereby sUbmits the following
comments in response to the Notice of Proposed Rule Making in PR Docket
No. 92-235, released by the Commission on November 6, 1992.

As the State Forester, I am extremely concerned by the proposed changes
you have outlined in Docket No. 92-235. There are several things I
wish to address:

1. This proposals will no longer provide protected channels for
fire fighting agencies. It would allow others to use
frequencies very close to our current frequencies which may
bleed over and render our radio system unusable.

2. This proposal will decrease the output from our current system
requiring us to install three times the number of radio
repeater towers needed to cover the same area. These radio
towers are very expensivs. :}e haven't been able to fund all
the towers needed for or current system. Our state cannot
afford to build and operate that many new stations.

3. The implementation date (January 1996) will not allow pUblic
agencies adequate time to propose and secure additional
fundin9 for new radio systems. This means we will be
operat1ng outside of federal regulations if we use the only
system available to us.

4. We are concerned that we will not be able to communicate
directly with the federal agencies we work with on wildfire
suppression activities. We have spent the last 20 years
trying to develop a radio system that will communicate
directly with our federal cooperators. The proposed changes
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will make us totally incompatible once again. This is an
intolerable situation.

Respectfully submitted,

c3-~p~
South Dakota Department of Agriculture
Division of Forestry
Frank Davis, State Forester
May 24, 1993
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